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2-7-10 Kuma, Hita, Oita 877-0044 Tel/Fax: 0973-24-6453



‘ Museum guide Museum displays

1st floor: One decorated float is on display, along with five of the Yamaboko floats carried through the
community for the festival. Inside the case you can see the miokuri-maku (the hanging on the
back of the float), and the mizuhiki-maku (the hanging on the front).

2nd floor: Ceremonial dolls used in festivities in March and May, with a video of the annual festival.

Hita Gion Festival schedule

@ Koya-iri: The first step in building the float. This ceremony
marks the start of full-fledged construction work.
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T " @ Kuruma-age: The float wheels are lifted up out of the pond, where they are usually placed.
“l])%f‘iv)?g 3 @ Assembly and decoration: The painted yakata (float box) and wheels are assembled, and decoratec
with paipai bamboo charms, and handmade pine trees and flowers such as peonies, irises, and plu

(0SS @ Mikoshi-arai: The float is ritually washed and purified late at night on the Saturday
efore one week before the Gion Festival, using water from the Mikuma River.

T‘ggfgéys @ Nagare-hiki: The float is given a “test drive” to check balance and stabili

@ Gion Festival: The mikoshi (portable shrine) ritual is held, and the floats are carried through the town, starting at about 9:00. Karashishi Lion (Wakamiya-machi) Susanoo-no-Mikoto and the Great Snake

The floats begin to move at about 9:00, gathering at shrines for ritual prayer, then tour through the community. The miokuri-maku is the hangin(gavgﬁar:::cﬁgck of the Gion

» . . ) Yamaboko float, and is usually based on a painting by a famous

@ Yabu-iri: The people involved in the festival celebrate another artist. The deep-red felt was originally imported and rare, but is

successful year, and store the items away for the future. still used today embroidered with gold thread, together with
animal claws of ivory, and eyeballs of brilliant glass.

Festival

Yamaboko floats on display in the museum

Heisei Yamaboko Mikuma-machi Yamaboko Wakamiya-machi Yamaboko Kawahara-machi Yamaboko Yamato-machi Yamaboko Kazari (decorated) Yamaboko




